
BERGEN COUNTY TCTA EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING 
JULY 10, 2013 

Park Ridge Marriot 
 

Attendees: 
Mary Jo Gilmour, President 
Liz Villano, 1st Vice President 
Chris Assenheimer, 2nd Vice President 
Dorothy Siek, 3rd Vice President 
Conchita Parker, Corresponding Secretary 
Diane Holden, Recording Secretary  
Mary Ann Viviani, Linda Canavan, Rebecca Overgaard, Past Presidents 
 
President Gilmour called the meeting to order at 9:00 am.    
Minutes of the April 4, 2013 Executive Board meeting were approved as presented. 

 
President’s Report 

 

Legislation 
1. S533 Shared Services Bill passed in the Assembly on 6/27/13. 
2. A3576 Bill to modify interest rates and accrual of interest on certain unpaid water and sewer 

utility bills and delinquent municipal taxes, assessments, and other municipal liens and charges. 

Would adjust interest rates to 3% over prime.  

General Information 
1. Keith Bonchi reminds us that retirees must separate from service for at least six months from 

the date the Pension Board approves the retirement.   PERS is closely monitoring retirees who 
return to employment (especially within the same municipality.)  

 
Committee Reports 

 

Membership 
Nothing to report.  
 
Nominating 
Conchita Parker will email the recommended Slate of officers for 2014 to the Executive Board.   The 
slate will be finalized and presented to our Membership at the September 19, 2013 meeting. 
 
Legislative 
Nothing to report.  
 
Grievance 
Nothing to report.  
 
Programs 
Several possible programs were discussed for the September meeting.  Chris Assenheimer will 
contact Pat Turin and Gerry Seneski, Asst Director DLGS, to serve as moderators for a roundtable 
discussion.  Having both moderators will qualify both CTCs and CMFOs for CEUs.  Attendees will be 



asked to submit questions ahead of time.  Frank Berardo will also present a legislative update.   
Another program being considered is a presentation by Africa Nelson, State Purchasing Card 
Administrator, who will be invited to speak on the topic of procurement cards.   
 
Social 
Nothing to report.  
 
Good and Welfare 
Nothing to report.  
 
By-Laws 
When proposing the Slate of Officers, Mary Jo Gilmour said there is nothing in the by-laws that 
requires us to stay within the hierarchy of officers when moving from one position to another. 
Discussion followed whether a new Executive Board member can enter as a Vice President. 
   
Website 
The Powerpoint presentation made by Mr. Charles Reilly of the U.S. Department of Justice Antitrust 
Division at our June Meeting will be put on the Bergen TCTA website.  
 
Treasurer’s Report 
Marilyn Hayward, Treasurer, was unable to attend the meeting.  
 

New Business 
 

Scholarships Winners 
CFO – Marilyn Hayward, Borough of Alpine 
CTC – Ada Vassallo, Township of Rivervale 
Next year, we will discuss whether scholarships should only be awarded to individuals who are paying 
for the courses themselves, as opposed to their town paying the tuition.  
 

 Golf Outing 
 The TCTANJ 75th Anniversary Golf Outing will be held on Monday, 9/16/13, at the Eagle Ridge  
 Golf Club in Lakewood.  It was reported that as of now, there are very few golfers and sponsors.  
 The RSVP date is 7/19/13.  The Board decided not to sponsor a hole or tee this year.  
 
 Anti-trust Presentation 

Although the information is public, the Board agreed NOT to link the articles identifying bidders  who 
have been found guilty of bid rigging to our website.  It is important for every town to have lienbuyers 
attend their tax sales.   Mr. Charles Reilly, U.S. Department of Justice, who spoke at our June meeting 
on the topics of Anti-trust and bid rigging, mentioned that Tax Collectors could require bidders affirm 
that they did not speak to other bidders about which liens to bid on, etc.   The Executive Board 
agreed that we should suggest to our town Administrators that similar verbiage be used for ANY bid 
to ensure that we “did our best” to ensure a fair process.  
 
 
 



 Holiday Meeting 
1. Seasons will charge $57/head; last year we charged $50/head and need to decide if ticket 

price will remain the same.  Chris Lowe from MGL solicited vendor contributions last year to 
cover the cost of the open bar.  Seven vendors each contributed $100.  President Gilmour will 
ask Chris Lowe if he would be willing to do this again.  

2. Entertainment has not been finalized yet.  Seasons recommends Jason-Craig Entertainment 
for Bands/DJs but the cost was not known.  The Board agreed on a $600 cap for 
entertainment. 

3. Last year, in lieu of door prizes, we donated to Sandy Relief and decided to do the same this 
year.   We will continue to support the Books & Beyond program and request that Holiday 
meeting attendees bring a wrapped book to be donated to Holy Name Hospital.   

 
 Tax lien scam 

President Gilmour warned of a tax lien scam in Middlesex County.  Private companies, calling 
themselves “consumer advocacy firms that specialize in tax negotiation and settlement,” are sending 
mail to residents indicating that their property is under a “tax lien investigation” and offer 
investigation assistance for a $99 fee.  She was not aware of any similar reports in Bergen County but 
advises us to be aware.   

 
 
       President Gilmour thanked the Board for attending.  The meeting was adjourned at 10:30am. 

 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Diane Holden 
Recording Secretary 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 


